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ABSTRACT: In attempting to meet accreditation standards, La Salle University 
combines a second semester statistics course with an introductory course in information 
systems, as part of a two course sequence in statistical information systems. Of 
importance is finding ways to integrate the material from these separate disciplines. 
Instructors begi.n to do this integration in the first semester of this two-course 
sequence by emphasizing two points. First, the statistical data found in the text are 
presented as part of a data base, not just as columns of numbers. Second, a statistics 
computer package used in the course is used to demonstrate features of a management 
information system (MIS), and is not just a tool for data analysis. This article 
discusses these two points from a first semester perspective as an integrative way of 
combining material from two separate courses. In the second semester, data bases 
and management information systems are fully discussed as topics in their own right. 
Another method used in the second semester to integrate the two courses is the use 
of class projects, with details of one project discussed. 
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IN'IR0DUCI10N 

In 1987, the School of Business at 
La Salle University modified its curriculum 
in response to two pressures: to increase 
the quantitative background of students 
in upper division courses and to bring 
ourcurriculuminlinewith theAmerican 
Assembly of Collegiate Schools of Business 
(AACSB) accreditation standards 
mandating coverage of information 
systems. Unfortunately it was only possible 
to add one course to the required 
curriculum; thus was born "statistical 
information systems", QNT215. All 
Sophomores in the School of Business 
are required to take the resulting two 
semester sequence course in statistics 
and information systems; the first semester 
covers topics in statistics, while the second 
semester combines material from statistics 

with material from an introductory course 
in information systems. Effective 
integration of this material, which is not 
obviously related, is a challenging task. 
Unless the material is effectively combined, 
the students may find the course as much 
of a joke as the following course listing: 

"SPRING BULLETIN: Yeats and 
Hygiene, A comparative Study: The 
poetry of William Butler Yeats is 
analyzed against a background of 
proper dental care. (Course open to a 
limited number of students.) '' (1) 

As additional colleges and 
universities apply for AACSB 
accreditation, they too might find a course 
of this sort necessary. This article discusses 
the approach we arrived at for teaching 
QNT215 and identifies two topics for 

integrating these tm> disciplines, databases 
and management information systems. 

DIFFICULTIBS IN DF.sIGN OF 
TIIECOURSE 

When considering either a statistics 
course or an information systems course, 
too narrow a view overlooks ways to 
combine these two courses. In statistics, 
data are a collection of numbers arising 
from some planned experiment performed 
under some set of conditions. It is not 
common to think of statistical data as 
part of a database, but rather as an isolated 
set of figures. First, the many fields typical 
in a database do not exist with statistical 
data. A typical text example or homeoork 
problem consists of an explanatory 
sentence and the raw data. Next, statistical 
packages are not presented to the students 
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